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good photographs,  and a few of Dr.  Wilson 's  excellent  water-colour  
paint ings are exhibi ted by  the Royal  Geographical  Society of London. 
The Bri t ish  Museum also show specimens of adul t  and young emperor  
p~nguins and some petrels.  The Scotia exhib i t  is a large one, there  
b3ing about three hundred very fine photographs  of Antarc t ic  scenery 
and animals, by which the narrat ive of the expedi t ion is excellently 
told. Besides this are numerous maps i l lust ra t ing the bathymetr ical ,  
topographical,  and other  work done by the Scott ish Expedi t ion  in the 
South Orkneys,  at  Coats Land, and in the Wedde l l  Sea. Some s t r ik ing 
diagrams also demonstra te  the impor tant  meteorological work done by 
the expedit ion.  Not  of least in teres t  is a case with a well-stuffed 
young Weddel l  Seal, and also casts of the skulls of all the Antarc t ic  
seals. 

A specially valuable and unique series of animals dredged up by the 
Scotia in Antarct ic  Seas in depths  up to 2600 fathoms is also shown. 

N E W  B O O K S .  

EUROPE. 

Mittelraeerbilder. Von Dr. THEOBALD FISCI~Ea, Professor of Geography in Mar- 
burg University. Leipzig and Berlin: B. G. Teubner, 1906. Price 6 ~arks. 

Professor Fischer gives us in this volume numerous well-written articles on 
various places connected with the Mediterranean, the result of thirty-three 5ears ~ 
study of that region. Several have already appeared in German journals, such as 
his article of 1875 on the "Sicilian Question"; but he observes, in a foot-note, 
that there is still a "Sicilian question" unanswered by the Italian authorities. 
He gives an amusing account of the aristocracy of Sicily, an island as prolific in 
nobles as it is in vegetation, there being in Sicily, according to a list he saw, no 
fewer than 120 princes, 82 dukes, 124 marquesses, 28 counts, 356 barons, and a 
perfect swarm of scions all claiming to be of noble birth. This is pretty good for 
an island whose population in 1901 was a million less than that of Scotland. 
Profi Fischer also gives an excellent account of Corsica, although he says nothing 
about its British possession, by the will of the National Assembly of Corsica, from 
1794 to 1796, when its viceroy was Sir Gilbert Elliot, first Earl of Minto, the 
great-grandfather of the present ¥iceroy of India. He appears, however, to have 
read the article by Mr. RMph Richardson on Corsica, in this 2lfagazine for 
October 1894, for, in connection with sport in Corsica, which possesses both the 
mouflon and the wild boar, he refers to the fact that "an  Englishman expressed 
the belief that the Corsicans would find it to their advantage to turn their island 
into a great game-preserve for English and other sportsmen, resembling the 
Scottish Highlands." Like most writers on Corsica, he dwells at length upon the 
vendetta, but he forgets to award to its inhxbitants a character they really deserve 
of being quiet, religious, and honest, nor does he mention that iu no country do 
tourists travel with greater safety, or obtain more politeness and respect. There 
are other articles on Constantinople, Palestine, Italy, Spain, and North Africa, all 
m~rked by that keen observation and careful marshalling of facts which distinguish 
the erudite geographical traveller. We note that the University of Marburg, with 
less than a thousand students, has a Professor of Geography, while Edinburgh 
University, with more than three thousand students, has none. 
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Ork~eg a~d Shetland, Baddeleg's Thorough Gtdde, with Approaches fl'om l~din- 
burgh, Thurso, and Oba~. Illustrated with ten Maps by Bartholomew. 
Pp. 64. Price Is. net. London : Dulau and Co ,  1906. 

Mr. Baddeley's little volume is now recognised as the tourist's best guide to 
the " U l t i m a  Thule"  of the British Isles. In this, the fifth edition, the work 
has been carefully revised, and several new maps with contour colouring have 
been added. 

ASIA.  

The Chinese at Home. Adapted from the French of EMILE BAnD by 
H. TWITCHELL. London : George Newnes, Limited, 1906. 

A careful perusal of this book leaves us with the decided impression that it 
is merely one of the many books which were written to sell during the Russo- 
Japanese war, while the eyes of the Western nations were turned with interest 
to the East. The author describes himself as a man of affairs who has spent four 
years in China, a period surely much too short for the formation of a just, or even 
an useful, appreciation of the people of an empire of the size of China ; and indeed 
one impression we get from the book is that the author has seen only one or two 
of the seaports, and perhaps Pekin, but knows nothing of the interior of the 
country. Nevertheless he claims "to have been careful not to fall into the spirit 
of systematic depreciation common to most Europeans in referring to the Celestial 
Empire and its inhabitants." Unfortunately a perusal of the book does not by 
any means suppor~ this claim, for it seems to us that from the first page to the 
last he has hardly a good word to say of the Chinese. Take, for example, the first 
four chapters. The first describes fairly enough the absurdly exaggerated and 
inconvenient system of etiquette in vogue in China ; the other three are devoted 
to descriptions of their disregard for sincerity and exactness, misuse of time, and 
indifference to comfort. M. Bard hasindeed a word of commendation for the purity 
of Chinese sacred literature and the absence of orgies and human sacrifices from 
their worship, but with this exception there is hardly anything Chinese which is 
not denounced more or less freely. The heading of the preface is the Italian pro- 
verb, tutto il monde ~ fatto comme Ia nostra famiglia ; the French nation, who are, 
we presume, the author's family, will not be flattered by the inference that Chit a 
as described by M. Bard, is like France. 

Calcutta, Past and Present. By KATHLEEN BLECIIYNDEN. London : W. Thacker 
and Co~ ; Calcutta and Simla : Thacker, Spink and Co., 1906. 

The title of this pleasantly written and very well illustrated book indicates 
very fairly the scope of the contents. The ~ri ter  modestly claims for herself to 
be merely a gleaner in the fields which have been already reaped by ~uch well- 
known authors as Yule, Whee~er, Forrest and others ; and to those ~ho do rot  
care to tackle the more detailed and ponderous records of old Calcutta this l i t t le 
work may confidently be recommended. I t  contains a very readable mixture of  
history and gossip, and information more or less valuable ; and it will certainly 
interest every one who has spent any time in Calcutta. The contrast between the 
old and the new is very effectively brought out ; and many a one who has ridden 
or driven about the streets and suburbs of Calcutta; will be surprised and perhaps 
ashamed to find that he has, without knowing it, been daily passing through places 
and scenes in which the fortunes of the British Empire in India were often ia 
jeopardy. The illustrations are exceptionally good, and for some it is claimed 
that they arc unique. 
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AFRICA. 

The Geology of So~th Africa. By F. H. HATCII, Ph.D., M.Inst.C.E., and G. S. 
CORSTORPHINE, R.Sc., Ph.D. London : Macmillan and Co., 1905. 

Geologists are indebted to the authors of this work for their strenuous 
endeavour to give a coherent description of the various groups of strata met with 
in South Africa. The geological literature relating to that region has now become 
rather extensive, and it was time that some one should undertake the task of pre- 
paring a reliable rdsumd or summary of the present state of our knowledge. This 
the authors have succeeded in doing, and have produced a well-illustrated volmr e 
which cannot but be of much service to practical geologists and mining engineers 
in South Africa. The book is hardly less welcome to geologists in this country 
who have not visited South Africa, to whom much of the literature is baffling and 
confusing, owing to the diverse grouping and nomenclature adopted by various 
authors. Messrs. Hatch and Corstorphine do not underestimate the difficulties of 
correlating groups of strata, many of which are apparently devoid of fossils, and it 
is quite possible, therefore, that future exploration and discovery may modify the 
classification they here advocate. The presence of many unconformities, more- 
over, mast render the correlation of unfossiliferous rock-groups occurring in 
widely separated areas always more or less uncertain, no matter how closely these 
rock-groups may agree in lithological character. The authors arrange the rocks of 
S~uth Afric~ in three great divisions, namely, "Pre-Karroo," "Karroo," and 
"Post-Karroo." Of these three the Karroo system is the best known to European 
geologists. It  has long been famous for its reptiles, some of which, in the form of 
the skull and in the dentition, approximate in character to carnivorous mammals, 
while others recall in some respects the long-extinct labyrinthedont amphibians. 
Another remarkable feature of the Karroo system is its mixed flora--characteristic 
Carboniferous genera of plants occurring associated with Mesozoic types, such as 
Glossopterls and Gangamopteris. But perhaps the most astonishing feature is the 
presence near the base of the system of the "Dwyka Conglomerate," which in 
many places is neither more nor less than an ancient "boulder-clay" or ground- 
moraine, charged with glaciated stones and boulders, and resting upon a well- 
smoothed and ice-worn rock-surface. This remarkable boulder-bed has been 
followed through Natal, Cape Colony, Orange River Colony, and lhe Transvaal. 
It indicates the former presence of a met de glace covering the northern part of 
South Africa, and flowing south into a great lake or inland sea, occupying 
practically the whole of what is now Central South Africa. The stratified 
character of the conglomerate along its southern extension would seem to show 
tha~, after the glacier entered the lake, its bottom-moraine was deposited by the 
agency of floating ice. In Iudia and Australia the Permo-Carboniferous strata 
present similar phenomena. In both these regions we meet with a strange com- 
mingling of Carboniferous and Mesozoic plants, while glacial accumulations occur 
in connection with the plant-bearing strata. I t  seems not improbable, tl=elefore, 
that in Permo-Carboniferous times a wide continental area may have connected 
India, Australia, and South Africa--forming the "Gondwanaland" of Professor 
Suess. In southern Cape Colony the "Cape system," which immediately under- 
lies the Karroo beds, has yielded fossils which prove it to be of Devonian age. 
An enormous thickness of rocks occurs below the "Cape system," which, accord- 
ing to Messrs. Hatch and Corstorphine, form three separate systems, separated the 
one from the other by unconformities. No fossils, however, have yet been 
detected in any of those systems, which, as they attain a thickness of at least 
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45,000 feet, may well represent the period of time covered by the older Palaeozoic 
rocks of Europe-- the Silurian and the Cambrian. 

The chief interest of these unfossiliferous deposits lies in the fact that they are 
the repositories of gold. Of the various "reefs"  occurring in the "Witwatersrand 
system" the authors give an instructive description. They discuss very fully the 
petrographical character of the auriferous conglomerates, and are of opinion that, of 
the several explanations suggested for the origin of the gold, the "infiltration 
theory" is the most satisfactory. 

The unfossiliferous rocks rest in their turn upon a vast series of gneissose and 
granitoid rocks, which the authors include under the head of "Archman" - -no t  
that they correlate them with the ancient rocks known by that name in Europe, 
but simply indicate that they are the oldest rocks of South Africa. Everywhere 
gneissosc and granitoid rocks form the basement on which the stratified rocks of 
South Africa are superposed. 

So far, then, as research has gone, it would seem that  rocks of Devonian age 
are the oldest fossiliferous strata hitherto met with. The Karroo system rests 
unconformably upon these, and represents the passage from Palaeozoic to Mesozoic 
time. There is a gradual passage, in short, from Carboniferous to Upper Triassic or 
Rh~etic, aher which another great break in the succession occurs, there being no 
representative of the Jurassic system. The youngest strata, so far as known, 
belong to what is known as the "Coastal system," and are apparently of Cretaceous 
age. Various "superficial deposits" are distributed throughout South Africa, 
some of which may date back to Tertiary times, but the absence of fossils makes it 
impossible to classify all these accumulations according to age. Naturally the 
authors have much to say about the diamond-bearing deposits, and present their 
readers with a very clear description of the conditions under which the precious 
stones occur. As the book is certain to reach a second edition, the authors would 
do well to add another chapter for the sake of those who are neither professional 
geologists nor mining men. In  this suggested chapter they might give a rapid 
r~s~emd of the geology and a graphic sketch of the conditions that obtained during 
the formation of the several systems. Even mining men might be expected to 
read with interest all that the authors could tell them as to the shifting panorama 
of events revealed by the rocks, of whose contents and arrangements they have so 
much to say. 

B O O K S  R E C E I V E D .  

We have received the following new books, which wilt be reviewed in due 
c o u r s e  _ . u  

Tibet and the Tibetans. By the Rev. Graham Sandberg. Royal 8vo. Pp. x + 
333. London : Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 1906. Price 5s. 

A Summer Ride through Western Tibet. By Jane E. Duncan. Royal 8vo. 
Pp. xvii i+341. London : Smith, Elder and Co,  1906. .Price 14s. net. 

Flore~ce. "Gran t  Allen's Historical Guides." New edition, revised and 
enlarged, by J.  W. and A. M. Cruickshank. Crown 8vo. Pp. 303. London : 
E. Grant Richards, 1906. Pq'ice 3s. 6d. net. 

Die Territorlale Entwicklung der Europ~ischeu Kolo~ien mit einem Kolongal- 
gesehichtlichen Atlas yon 12 Karten and 40 Kgrtchen im Text. Von. Prof. Dr. 
Alexander Supan. Gotha : Justus Perthes. Preis 12 ~,ar~. 

The Face of the Earth (Das Antlitz der Erde). By Eduard Suess. Trans- 
lated by Hertha B. C. Sollas, Ph.D., under the direction of W. J .  Sollas, Sc.D., 
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